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OKLAHOMA EDUCATIONAL INDICATORS PROGRAM

HIGH SCHOOL TO COLLEGE-GOING RATES:
FOR OKLAHOMA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
TO OKLAHOMA COLLEGES

As part of the State Regents’ cooperative effort with the State Department of Education to provide
measures or "indicators" of educational performance, the High School Indicators Project has
produced the “High School to College-Going Rates of Oklahoma High School Graduates” report.

The data used to construct this report comes from two sources, the Oklahoma State Department of
Education and the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. Data derived from the State
Department is aggregate data reported to the Department by individual high schools each year. The
data is aggregate in that it is total numbers of graduates and does not contain information on
individuals. The State Regents' data is created from the Unitized Data System (UDS). The UDS is
a data collection system whereby institutions collect a number of distinct "units” of data for each
individual student each and every semester. These units of data are then "aggregated” into numbers
by computer programs designed to create the information reports needed from the larger database.
The data sources, then, cannot be merged in a true sense. Therefore, in order to obtain the needed
college-going rates, like-type populations were created and compared because tracking
"individuals” from high school into college was not possible.

The counts from the current annual report and reports of the previous two years have been averaged
to provide a three-year average Oklahoma college-going rate. This average provides an opportunity
to consider a trend in addition to single-year activity by high school site. The following single-year
reports are also provided for each of the three years used to construct the average college-going
rates: (1) the college-going rate for 1993-94 high school graduates going to college in 1994-95, (2)
the college-going rate for 1994-95 high school graduates going to college in 1995-96, and (3) the
college-going rate for the 1995-96 high school graduates going to an Oklahoma college in 1996-97.

There are two kinds of rates shown on these reports. The first rate is the Linear College-Going
Rate. This rate measures the movement of Oklahoma high school graduates who go directly to an
Oklahoma college the following year. This is the way most people think of a "college-going rate,"
but in actuality it is seldom used because in most states the detailed information needed-to ascertain
such a rate is not available. The second measure of movement is that of the Combined College-
Going Rate. This method of examining the flow of high school graduates into higher education
combines those students who are attending directly out of high school with those students who have
delayed entry for one year or more.

The average Linear College-Going Rate for Oklahoma colleges in 1996-97 was 54.8 percent of the
Oklahoma high school graduates from 1993-94, 1994-95, and 1995-96. Six of the seventy-seven
Oklahoma counties had an average college-going rate greater than sixty percent. As shown in
Table 1, those six counties in ascending order were: Alfalfa with 70.2 percent, Harper with 66.1
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percent, Kingfisher with 65.1 percent, Grant with 64.4 percent, Canadian with 63.0 percent, and
Woods with 61.4 percent.

The Linear College-Going Rate for Oklahoma colleges in 1996-97 was 51.6 percent of the high
school graduates from 1995-96. For this single year snapshot which is also shown in Table 1, only
four of the 77 counties had a college-going rate higher than 60 percent. These four counties were:
Alfalfa with 71.7 percent, Harper with 69.0 percent, Woods with 62.1 percent, and Kingfisher with
61.2 percent.

The average Combined Rate for Oklahoma was 92.9 percent of the high school graduates from
1993-94, 1994-95, and 1995-96. A county comparison shown on Table 2 reveals six counties with
85 percent or greater college-going rate. Canadian county has the highest three-year average
combined rate with 93.8 percent followed by Muskogee county which had a rate of 92.8 percent.
To round off the top six counties, Alfalfa had 92.4 percent; Blaine had 89.9 percent; Kingfisher had
88.6 percent; and Oklahoma had 85.7 percent.

The Combined Rate for Oklahoma was 80.4 percent of the high school graduates from 1995-96.
For the single year 1995-96, none of the 77 counties had a rate higher than 85 percent. Six counties
did have a rate of 75 or greater. Those counties were: Blaine, 84.1 percent; Grant, 79.5 percent;
Alfalfa, 78.9 percent; Kingfisher, 78.3 percent; Marshall, 76.3 percent; and Major, 76.0 percent.

It should also be kept.in mind that the data displayed in this report is not complete in several
respects. First, there are several private high schools and home schooled students in Oklahoma not
reported on the State Department of Education database. Second, there are several private colleges
and universities that did not participate in State Regents' Unitized Data System. Third, the coding
of first-time freshmen depends entirely on institutional input. If a higher education institution mis-
codes an ACT high school code or improperly codes the student's level or status, data will be lost to
the report.

The report, of course, does not track students out-of-state, nor does it take into account those
students who received GEDs or dropped out of high school prior to graduation but went on to
college as an adult or through admission to an "open-door" institution for which high school
graduation is not required.

For the present, this report is as complete as can be constructed. Keep in mind, however, that small
errors or omissions in data for small high schools can result in large percentage differences. This
report should be used as an "indicator” report not as proof or evidence.
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Table 1
LINEAR COLLEGE-GOING RATE
OKLAHOMA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
TO OKLAHOMA COLLEGES

BY COUNTY

3-year 3-year
County 1994 1995 1996 avg. County 1994 1995 1996 avg.
Adair 32.3% 182% 28.5% 26.9% Leflore 45.9% 42.5% 39.8% 42.7%
Alfalfa 62.7% 76.3% 71.7% 70.2% Lincoln 44.1% 44.4% 45.0% 45.3%
Atoka 59.4% 55.3% 44.7% 53.1% Logan 54.3% 525% 419% 50.7%
Beaver 46.7% 44.6% 38.8% 43.9% Love 32.3% 37.4% 41.8% 37.8%
Beckham 42.7% 49.3% 45.6% 46.2% Major 53.3% 61.7% 59.5% 58.4%
Blaine 58.0% 63.2% 53.3% 58.3% Marshall 48.0% 656.1% 54.3% 53.4%
Bryan 445% 51.9% 50.9% 49.4% Mayes 50.6% 38.1% 555% 48.1%
Caddo 473% 40.5% 40.3% 43.7% McClain 49.7% 39.7% 44.0% 45.9%
Canadian 71.9% 60.2% 52.1% 63.0% McCurtain 46.9% 41.4% 442% 46.2%
Carter 41.8% 57.9% 58.0% 52.9% Mclntosh 44.6% 61.1% 42.0% 472%
Cherokee 36.7% 36.4% 35.7% 37.0% Murray 59.5% 52.4% 47.9% 53.3%
Choctaw 405% 31.8% 30.9% 35.1% Muskogee 62.6% 54.4% 42.7% 54.8%
Cimarron 50.0% 45.5% 38.3% 43.5% Noble 59.4% 46.8% 47.1% 51.5%
Cleveland 51.8% 51.3% 44.2% 50.1% Nowata 31.3% 30.3% 30.9% 30.8%
Coal 47.1% 34.4% 45.3% 43.2% Okfuskee 46.6% 38.2% 412% 42.5%
Comanche 45.9% 41.9% 43.5% 44.1% Oklahoma 56.4% 50.4% 52.2% 55.4%
Cotton 46.7% 46.3% 45.7% 46.7% Okmulgee 48.8% 49.3% 43.6% 48.1%
Craig 51.6% 63.3% 50.0% 54.7% Osage 38.9% 36.6% 39.6% 39.2%
Creek 54.7% 56.5% 45.1% 53.2% Ottawa 45.1% 35.8% 42.7% 41.2%
Custer 54.0% 52.5% 589% 56.2% Pawnee 56.3% 53.1% 50.7% 54.3%
Delaware 30.8% 34.8% 352% 34.2% Payne 49.8% 53.2% 38.7% 47.2%
Dewey - 56.1% 54.2% 51.9% 54.4% Pittsburg 51.4% 53.2% 52.8% 53.7%
Ellis 444% 51.3% 47.1% 48.8% Pontotoc 52.2% 58.1% 51.2% 54.5%
Garfield 52.6% 54.9% 47.1% 52.1% Pottawatomie 53.5% 47.2% 44.9% 49.8%
Garvin 46.6% 41.8% 37.2% 41.7% Pushmataha 46.3% 45.4% 41.8% 45.5%
Grady 52.0% 492% 52.6% 52.2% Roger Mills 56.7% 49.3% 52.2% 52.9%
Grant 58.1% T77.6% 57.7% 64.4% Rogers 50.7% 452% 39.9% 46.1%
Greer  192% 324% 38.5% 48.7% Seminole 40.3% 43.3% 44.6% 43.1%
Harmon 38.5% 588% 55.6% 52.1% Sequoyah ™ 32.4% 31.4% 285% 31.3%
Harper 60.6% 69.8% 69.0% 66.1% Stephens 53.9% 57.9% 54.8% 56.2%
Haskell 38.0% 44.8% 53.4% 45.9% Texas 55.9% 42.4% 39.6% 46.0%
Hughes 48.8% 506% 422% 47.2% Tillman 46.9% 43.9% 47.3% 47.3%
Jackson 442% 51.9% 48.7% 48.4% Tulsa 56.3% 56.5% 55.6% 57.6%
Jefferson 393% 50.0% 36.3% 41.6% Wagoner 41.1% 44.2% 38.5% 42.5%
Johnston 52.6% .59.8% 47.9% 53.3% Washington 47.4% 43.3% 45.0% 48.4%
Kay 542% 51.2% 50.3% 52.9% Washita 42.8% 46.7% 50.7% 47.4%
Kingfisher 61.7% 70.0% 61.2% 65.1% Woods 62.1% 58.1% 62.1% 61.4%
Kiowa 486% 51.2% 50.0% 50.1% Woodward 54.8% . 556.0% 51.0% 54.9%
Latimer 52.8% 51.3% 48.5% 51.1%

STATE TOTALS 55.1% 53.1% 51.3% 54.7%

Linear rate measures the movement of high school graduates who go directly to college the following year.

Combined rate examines the flow of high school graduates into higher education by combining those

students who are attending directly with those students who have delayed entry for one year or more.
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» Table 2
COMBINED COLLEGE-GOING RATE
OKLAHOMA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
TO OKLAHOMA COLLEGES

BY COUNTY

3-year ' 3-year
County 1994 1995 1996 avg. County 1994 1995 1996 avg.
Adair 42.4% 31.5% 41.5% 37.8% Leflore 58.7% 60.3% 54.4% 55.4%
Alfalfa 78.5% 100.0% 78.9% 92.4% Lincoln 61.3% 79.0% 60.9% 65.8%
Atoka 78.1% 69.1% 63.0% 172.3% Logan 81.8% 92.4% 59.6% 175.2%
Beaver 56.0% 47.6% 46.7% 47.5% Love 42.0% 53.7% 53.8% 52.0%
Beckham 62.6% 69.3% 53.3% 59.3% Major 73.3% 71.3% 176.0% 176.0%
Blaine 96.2% 98.5% 84.1% 89.9% Marshall 63.7% 87.0% 76.3% 175.0%
Bryan 62.2% 68.0% 63.1% 63.8% Mayes 81.7% 68.1% 74.8% 72.6%
Caddo 72.2% 175.6% 51.0% 65.7% McClain 73.7% 70.4% 57.1% 68.3%
Canadian 76.7% 79.9% 72.8% 93.8% McCurtain 71.3% 64.3% 586% 67.6%
Carter 593% 77.1% 71.4% 171.4% McIntosh 81.4% 75.0% 51.6% 68.8%
Cherokee 59.7% 57.2% 48.0% 52.2% Murray 86.4% 86.5% 60.5% 173.8%
Choctaw 59.6% 50.3% 41.0% 51.0% Muskogee 120.5% 100.7% 51.7% 92.8%
Cimarron 52.1% 58.0% 40.8% 52.9% Noble 77.7% 65.6% 60.8% 67.4%
Cleveland 73.2% 80.1% 60.1% 70.2% Nowata 47.5% 53.4% 50.9% 49.7%
Coal 65.7% 63.5% 56.4% 59.3% Okfuskee 69.7% 63.6% 50.7% 64.1%
Comanche 62.7% 63.8% 554% 59.1% Oklahoma 82.1% 90.8% 69.6% 84.6%
Cotton. 67.1% 55.3% 55.4% 59.1% Okmulgee 78.3% 77.3% 64.8% 72.5%
Craig 74.7% 92.3% 171.6% 80.4% Osage 62.2% 63.9% 61.7% 59.8%
Creek 824% 95.6% 65.7% 83.2% Ottawa 75.4% 60.3% 53.5% 62.1%
Custer 76.6% 69.8% 69.7% 74.0% Pawnee 85.1% 73.9% 66.9% 75.7%
Delaware 54.8% 52.1% 48.4% 53.3% Payne 67.8% 79.2% 54.4% 64.8%
Dewey 69.0% 89.4% 61.6% 66.4% Pittsburg 73.5% 73.6% 68.0% 72.3%
Ellis 45.9% 56.0% 55.1% 56.0% Pontotoc 80.3% 81.9% 66.1% 75.8%
Garfield 772% 81.0% 63.5% 171.1% Pottawatomie 73.0% 76.8% 63.3% 71.5%
Garvin 63.3% 70.0% 56.5% 62.1% Pushmataha 72.7% 67.9% 46.0% 61.6%
Grady 71.6% 75.1% 67.4% 71.3% Roger Mills 55.6% 68.1% 60.3% 64.2%
Grant 79.4% 85.7% 79.5% 179.9% Rogers 97.6% 72.0% 59.1% 73.8%
Greer 103.2% 67.2% 58.7% '76.7% Seminole 60.5% 66.6% 57.2% 62.7%
Harmon 48.8% 87.0% 70.8% 66.0% Sequoyah 47.0% 49.8% 39.1% 46.3%
Harper 77.9% 88.7% 70.3% 179.7% Stephens 76.4% 82.3% 70.9% 76.2%
Haskell 57.0% 66.4% 56.8% 59.4% Texas 73.2% 59.8% 53.1% 59.8%
Hughes 75.9% 176.0% 63.1% 69.8% Tillman 64.3% 60.9% 64.9% 65.7%
Jackson 63.8% 74.0% 64.2% 63.9% Tulsa 83.6% 83.6% 72.6% 81.8%
Jefferson 47.4% 63.8% 50.0% 54.4% Wagoner 75.8% 72.9% 50.2% 64.6%
Johnston 73.6% 80.5% 65.6% 72.0% Washington 69.5% 62.7% 63.3% 69.3%
Kay 67.8% 66.0% 652% 66.9% Washita 65.6% 60.8% 63.1% 65.3%
Kingfisher 97.0% 102.4% 178.3% 88.6% Woods 75.8% 81.2% 72.4% 176.6%
Kiowa 60.9% B84.9% 70.6% 72.4% Woodward 66.7% 70.8% 56.0% 67.1%
Latimer 73.5% 71.7% 60.0% 65.7%

STATE TOTALS 94.7% 100.6% 79.9% 92.7%

Linear rate measures the movement of high school graduates who go directly to college the following year.

Combined rate examines the flow of high school graduates into higher education by combining those
students who are attending directly with those students who have delayed entry for one year or more.
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